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CONFIDENTIAL PARAMARIBO 0080 
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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT 

1 . THE SURINAM GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT VENEZUELAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER DR. SIMON ALBERTO CONSALVI WILL PAY A 
VISIT TO PARAMARIBO JANUARY 27-29. IN ADDITION TO SCHEDULED 
TALKS WITH PRESIDENT FERRIER AND MINISTER PRESIDENT ARRON, 

DR. CONSALVI IS EXPECTED TO SIGN A TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP 

AND COOPERATION WITH ARRON ON BEHALF GEPYEIR RESPECTIVE 
COUNTRIES. 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT PROSPECTIVE TREATY 
WILL PROVIDE GENERAL FRAME WORK FOR FUTURE VENEZUELAN- 
SURINAMESE COOPERATION IN THE FIELDS OF SCINECE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, CULTURE, TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, AND 
TOURISM AND WILL ESTABLISH A JOINT COMMISSION AND AREA 
WORKING GROUPS TO DISCUSS THE FORMS OF SUCH COOPERATION. 
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WITH SIMILAR TREATY HAVING BEEN SIGNED WITH BRAZIL IN 
1976 AND AGREEMENT WITH FRANCE ON BORDER WITH FRENCH 
GUIANA AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN SIGHT, SIGNING OF 
FRIENDSHIP TREATY WITH VENEZUELA WILL LEAVE ONLY GUYANA 
AMONG SURINAM’S NEIGHBORS WITH WHOM GOS HAS NOT YET PUT 
RELATIONS ON LONG-TERM COOPERATIVE BASIS. STRATEGY OF 
GOS IS THUS EMERGING AS ORIGINALLY FORECAST TO US, NAMELY 
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REFLECTING GOS BELIEF THAT REGULARIZING OF RELATIONS 
WITH ITS OTHER NEIGHBORS FIRST WILL STRENGTHEN ITS HAND 
IN DEALING WITH GUYANA AND THE MORE SENSITIVE BORDER 
DISPUTE WITH THAT COUNTRY. 

ZURHELLEN 
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